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Hosta 'Neptune': celebrating shape and form of specimen cultivars

A new year: a fresh perspective?
As a regular attendee of flower shows, this is the time of year when
my thoughts turn to planning displays and how I can use my plants
to tempt you to try them.
Plants are not always willing participants in this endeavour as
nature will have her way and they can have temporary strops if
conditions are not quite to their liking. It is quite usual for me to
plan a season focusing on a specific branch of the genus only to
have the weather, or the location of my display, disrupt plans. A
good example of this was last spring. For the first time in years the
early warmth encouraged lots of fabulous leaf in time for
the Harrogate Spring Flower Show. The ‘blue’ leaved cultivars were
looking exceptionally good but the lighting above my stand in the
new Floral Pavilion turned all the blues to a shade of green. I
couldn’t open the fire door to allow them to show off, so it was all
quite disappointing.
However, the lighting did produce a rather interesting effect when
you viewed the plants from below. Because the display was
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How to create that fresh perspective
As gardeners we are always thinking of ways to enhance our own
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With this in mind, why not reconsider where a plant is not working
to best advantage and move it. Hosta relocate brilliantly – they
have to in my garden as I’m a novice with some many other genera
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If you haven't yet tried Hosta in your garden, then have a think
about what you would like to achieve and how a well-chosen plant
can create a new look. Whether you are endowed with acres of
space or just have a small courtyard, there is a Hosta suitable for
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and are the perfect contrast to the

If you already grow Hosta, and they are sufficiently mature to
divide, try a chunk in another part of the garden, replant nearby to
begin a sweep of planting or pop in a container to create a new

leaf colour – delightful.
Scorching is a rare thing for H.
‘Neptune’, which means it can cope

focal point. Experience has taught us that dividing Hosta in the
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Heritage Journal, due for publication in the spring.
More information can be found on our website, which will be
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undergoing the usual updates in advance of the 2018 season.

to a similar plant you could try H.
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Happy New year to you all and thank you for your continued
support.
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leaved cultivar, H. ‘Cutting Edge’,
both of which have a similar habit.

